Survival English Corner (Carol Rueckert)

A.  Basic Outline

1. Elicit vocabulary words from the Ss (ie.  What rooms do you have in your home?)

2. Distribute handouts to the Ss; Go over new vocabulary words  (recite/repeat- work on pronunciation)

3. Give Ss 1-2 questions to go over in pairs (ie. What is this/that?  How many ___s do you have in your house?)

4. Go over general problems with Ss in large group.

5. Introduce 3-5 more questions dealing with vocabulary words.  Have Ss go over them with pairs/ mingle with other Ss.

B.  Survival Phrases

1. What’s your name?  My name is…

2. How old are you?  I’m …

3. What’s your phone number?  My phone number is…

4. What’s your job?  I’m a …

5. What are your hobbies?  My hobbies are…

6. What’s this/that?  It’s a/an…

7. Do you have a/an …?  Yes, I do/ No, I don’t.

8. How many … do you have?  I have….

9. How many … are there?  There is/are …

10. Where is it?  It’s in/on/under… (prepositions)

11. Do you like…?  Yes, I like (to + v./ v. + ing)/ No, I don’t like…

12. What’s … doing?  He/She/It’s…

13. What’s … like?  He/She/It has…

14. What’s your favorite…?  My favorite… is…

15. What time is it?  It’s…

16. When do you …?  At…

C. Helpful Hints

1. Many Survival Ss make the same mistakes (see part B) again and again.

2. Most Survival Ss don’t mind repeating the same questions- it may bore you, but it probably won’t bore them.  Practice makes perfect.

3. Pictures are extremely useful.

4. Memory Game:  Go over a list of 15-20 words (that belong to a lexical set, like sports) with the Ss (preferably with pictures).  Give Ss 5-10 minutes to practice using the words with a partner.  Then, quiz them.  Have two Ss come up to the board at the same time to write down as many words as they can remember in X amount of time.  This can also be done on paper with the entire class.

5. Personal Information Questionnaire:  Give Ss a piece of paper with a grid on it to fill out.  Give them categories, ie.  Name, Age, Telephone Number and Job.  Go over the proper way to ask and answer the question.  Then, have the Ss ask X number of Ss.  When Ss finish, have them come up with their own categories.  This can be done with any topic at the end of the class.

6. Twenty Questions:  Ss ask selected student yes/no questions in order to guess what the selected student’s word/picture is.

7. Charades:  Selected Ss must act out a word.  Other Ss must guess what it is.

8. Pictionary:  Selected Ss must draw a word.  Other Ss must guess what it is.

